Wessex Cancer Alliance
Lower GI Urgent Suspected Cancer (USC) Referral Review – part of the 26/27 WCA LIS

Review Your Previous Five LGI USC Referrals

Purpose
We are asking you to review your previous five Lower GI Urgent Suspected Cancer referrals to reflect on referral quality, documentation and clinical decision-making. The aim is to identify opportunities to strengthen future referrals and support timely patient assessment. The following can be used as a guide to help discussion and reflection but is not necessary to complete should you prefer to use your own tools or keep the session informal.

For each referral, consider the following questions.

	
	Yes
	Partly
	No
	Comments

	Clinical Assessment
	
	
	
	

	Was the referral appropriate according to NG12 and local guidance?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Were the presenting symptoms clearly described?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Was the duration and progression of symptoms documented?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Were red flag symptoms clearly identified?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Was weight loss quantified (kg or % where possible)?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Was the change in bowel habit described clearly (frequency, consistency, urgency, bleeding etc.)?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Was an abdominal examination documented where appropriate?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Was a digital rectal examination documented where appropriate? If not, is there explanation of why not?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Investigations
	
	
	
	

	Was FIT performed where indicated before referral?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Was the FIT result included within the referral?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Were relevant blood tests performed and included (e.g. FBC, U+Es)? If not, had they been requested at the time of referral?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Were previous investigations (e.g. colonoscopy, CT, faecal calprotectin) included where relevant?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Referral Quality
	
	
	
	

	Did the referral include clinical concerns?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Were relevant past medical history and family history included where appropriate?
	□
	□
	□
	

	Were medications likely to influence symptoms or investigation (e.g. anticoagulants, iron) documented where relevant?
	□
	□
	□
	




Overall Reflection

What worked well across these referrals?



What common opportunities for improvement did you identify?






