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Immunotherapy

• One of the newest waves of cancer treatment

• Still fairly limited use – but increasing all the time

• Different side effects

• Long term effects still not fully understood





Examples of checkpoint inhibitors currently 
in use on the NHS (excluding those used in trials)







Implications for patient care

• Misconceptions (Patient and health 
professionals)

• Visibility of side-effects

• Length of treatment

• Lack of understanding of late onset 
effects
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Resources

• https://www.macmillan.org.uk/healthcare-professionals/news-and-
resources/guides/haematology-and-oncology-risk-assessment-tool

• Management of toxicities from immunotherapy, ESMO guidelines 
https://www.annalsofoncology.org/article/S0923-7534(22)04187-
4/fulltext 

• https://wessexcanceralliance.nhs.uk/immunotherapy-late-effects-
project/
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