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Implementing and Evaluating Physician Associate (PA) Role in Breast Cancer Services across Wessex
Expression of Interest


Please email this application to Kathy Cooke, Workforce Programme Manager, Wessex Cancer Alliance (kathryn.cooke9@nhs.net) by 5pm on Wednesday 4th August 2021.  Please ensure individuals named in this form are aware that the WCA team may contact them to discuss this application.



	KEY CONTACTS:

	1. Application key contact:
	Name/Role/ Organisation /Phone/Email


	2. Manager


	Name/Role /Organisation /Phone/Email


	3. Proposed participating lead Trust


	Trust name:

Key Contact: Name/Role/Organisation/Phone/Email


	SCOPE OF PROJECT:

	This project aims to:
Pilot the Physician Associate role within breast cancer services in secondary care across Wessex to expedite the diagnostic pathway for people with symptoms suggestive of breast cancer.

Objectives:

1) to investigate the factors influencing the adoption and deployment of PAs within breast cancer services across Wessex
2) to explore the contribution of PAs, including their impact on patient experience, organisation of services, working practices, professional relationships and service costs, in breast cancer services in 3 acute Trusts across Wessex.
3) to develop a business case for the PA role, to ensure the sustainability and dissemination of the role both in breast cancer services and other areas of cancer care.




	INDIVIDUAL REQUIRED:

	Please confirm that you can release, subject to funding, a Breast Nurse Specialist with experience of breast diagnostic pathways and quality improvement experience 0.2 WTE for one year – starting date subject to negotiation.

Responsibilities will include but not be limited to:
· 
1. Engage stakeholders (including but not limited to patients, healthcare professionals and health and social care managers) to agree a theory of change/logic model to deploy a PA role in breast cancer service teams across Wessex.

2. Develop a standardised job description and person specification for the PA role and support recruitment of PAs in 3 breast cancer services across Wessex.

3. Develop, organise and deliver (where appropriate) a training and development programme for the PAs in 3 breast cancer services across Wessex. 

4. Develop and facilitate a Breast PA peer support forum across Wessex and feed into the Wessex Breast SSGs.

5. Collate qualitative and quantitative data as agreed through the development of the logic model to evaluate the role of the PA and contribute to a sustainability business plan post 12 months funding.

6. Develop an implementation toolkit so that learning from implementing this role in breast cancer services made can be adopted and adapted rapidly across other cancer pathways both locally and nationally. 
· 





	REPORTING REQUIREMENTS:

	· To work with the Wessex Cancer Alliance programme team to scope fully the project and produce a project plan to be agreed with stakeholders by 1st September 2021

· Report to the Wessex Cancer Alliance programme team on a minimum of quarterly basis detailing progress, issues, any variations in infrastructure, expenditure, and project’s anticipated benefits/impacts as detailed within the PPD and any forecasted delivery risks. Quarterly reporting dates in 2021/22 are 
· 17 September 2021
· 17 December 2021
· 17 March 2022
· 17 June 2022

· To produce a written evaluation of the project for Wessex Cancer Alliance at project close

· To submit an article to a peer reviewed journal describing the project and associated evaluation at project close

· To present at a conference describing the project and associated evaluation during the project lifespan or at project close


	FURTHER INFORMATION:

	6. Please describe your reasons for applying for the role (300 words)

>

























	7. Please describe the experience, knowledge and skills you would bring to the role (500 words)















> 




	8. Describe how you will apply your learning in the role (300 words)






>


	SUPPORTING SIGNATORIES:

	Manager
	Name:
Role:
Organisation:

Signature:

Date:
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